How should nations measure the quality of end-of-life care for older adults? Recommendations for an international minimum data set.
Nations face numerous challenges in providing high-quality end-of-life care for their citizens, and an aging population that has a prolonged trajectory of decline and substantial needs for care magnifies these challenges. As nations begin to address these challenges, it will be essential to determine whether their responses are effective, but current national data collection efforts are sporadic, and data are often collected only for patients who receive care through certain funding programs or provider organizations or in selected sites of care. Therefore, governments do not know whether their citizens are receiving adequate care, whether current programs are improving care, or how their outcomes compare with those of other countries. This article describes the importance of developing national minimum data sets that can be used to assess the quality of end-of-life care that older adults receive and recommends key variables that these data sets should include.